Marching to the Beat of the Right Drummer


FCF – as Christians, but fallen, we have only one way to successfully live the Christian life – to be filled by the Holy Spirit.
· Recap of the requirements for Christian living 
· Moving out of the Darkness and into the light.

· Walk as children of light

· Show what is good and right and true

· Try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.

· Do what is proper among saints.  

· Give thanks

· Know where you are headed

· Know where they are headed

· And care enough to challenge them

· Maybe they too will step out of the darkness and into the light

· This is imposable for us to do

· If we march to our own beat

· Or that of the world

· It is possible to do this if we walk to the beat of the Holy Spirit’s drum – if we are filled with the Spirit.

· There are only two main sections

· First Paul tells them, in 3 ways, to be filled with the Holy Spirit

· Then he gives them 4 ways to live filled 

I - Be Filled

Ephesians 5:15-18 

· 3 ways of saying the same thing (4 sections with the reason)

	Unwise
	 Wise

	(reason) Best use of time
	because the days are evil

	Foolish
	Understanding the will of the Lord

	Drunk with wine
	Filled with the Spirit


A - Wisdom

Ephesians 5:15 - Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise,  

· The point is that we walk carefully, not that we look carefully where we walk
· James has a lot to say about the wise and the unwise in a very pragmatic sense.

· Later Paul will give some specific instruction

· But his purpose here is different

· Paul says that wise people live according to God’s leading

· Unwise live according to the world’s standards.

B – The Reason

Ephesians 5:16 - making the best use of the time, because the days are evil.  

· Everyone agrees that this is a sick world
· Just as we need to challenge unbelievers 

· Be pools of light in a dark world

· So that they might want to step into the light

· So we need to understand how dark the world is

· Then we’ll be most careful how we live.

· How we walk.

· Most concerned to be light in a dark world.

C – Understand the Will of the Lord

Ephesians 5:17 - Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.  

· Foolishness is being unwise

· Paul brings into closer focus his thought

· So how does one become wise?

· He understands the will of the Lord

· Will of the Lord 
· Or as Paul said earlier

Ephesians 5:10 - and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.

· As opposed to grieving the Holy Spirit

· So, how does one 

· Avoid grieving the Holy Spirit

· Discern what is pleasing to the Lord

· Understand the will of the Lord?

· Now Paul focuses down to the primary point

D – Filled with the Spirit

Ephesians 5:18 - And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit,  

· Don’t live life the way you used to!

·  (and some still do) 
· Live filled with the Spirit.

· Earlier Paul said

Ephesians 4:19-20 - They have become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. (20) But that is not the way you learned Christ!--

· This is how they used to live

· In debauchery

· The word translated debauchery is used in …
Luke 15:13 - Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living.  (Adverbial form)

· Debauchery is wasteful living.

· But we are to live filled with the Spirit

1 Peter 4:3-4 - … Gentiles … are surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of debauchery, and they malign you;

· Sinners get angry when they sin and you don’t

· It reminds them they are in the dark

· That could be good!

· So, what does “filled” mean?

· Filled both individually and corporately

· Greek indicates continual

· Not a one time event but a complete life change

· Fullness in Ephesians

Ephesians 1:22-23 - And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, (23) which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

· Jesus’ church shows His fullness

· Because He filled the church

Ephesians 3:19 - and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

· The love of Christ makes possible our gaining the fullness of God the Father
Ephesians 4:10 - He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.
· Jesus ascended to heaven so “that he might fill all things”.
· Remember He said He needed to leave so that the Holy Spirit could come.

Ephesians 4:13 - until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,

· Our maturity directly corresponds to, and is measured by, how much we are filled with Christ.

· This filling with Christ is done by the Holy Spirit

· But it appears we are given responsibility to allow Him to fill us.

· You have all the Spirit

· Let the Spirit have all of you

“Christians must allow themselves to be the place where the presence and power of God are evident.  Snodgrass

· Remember that we were sealed by the Spirit.” 

Ephesians 1:13 - In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,
· Making sure you get to heaven is the work of the Holy Spirit

· When we are filled with Him we will have strength through Him

Ephesians 3:16 - that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being,

· We must live lives filled with the Spirit if we are going to do His work

· So what does a life lived that way look like?

II - Live Filled
· Here are 4 examples of being filled with the Spirit
· Ephesians 5:19-21 – a chiasm
	Singing for each other

	
Singing to the Lord

	
Giving thanks to God

	Submitting to one another


A – Singing

Ephesians 5:19a - addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs

· 1 – For each other

· Paul has already talked about the leaders and their job
· Now he points out that we are all filled by the Spirit when we share in singing and praising God for each other.
· Clearly music is very important

· It is designed by God

· Is it part of His nature?

· C.S. Lewis – 2 things heaven has that Satan hates – singing and silence.

· Words used in singing form in a different part of the brain.

· They enter your consciousness by a different path.

· Singing praises to God for each other helps us to be filled with the Spirit.

· Could some music fill us with the world?

· 2 – To the Lord

Ephesians 5:19 - addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart,  

· We are filled with the Spirit when we sing to the Lord. 
· Does this mean sometimes we sing to the Lord and sometimes for each other?

· No, it is always to the Lord and always for each other.

· Note that “The Lord” here is Jesus (vs. 20).

· If Jesus is worshipped He must be God.

B – Giving Thanks

Ephesians 5:20 - giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

· Paul has given thanks for them
Ephesians 1:16 - I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers,

· He has told them to be thankful rather than use improper speech

Ephesians 5:4 - Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving.

· Now he pushes them further

· “always and for everything”

· There is no part of your life that God is not watching.

Romans 8:28 - And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.

· Do you love God?
· Are you called to His purpose?

· Then you can trust that all that happens in your life will work towards eternity.

· And you can take the next step

C – Submitting to one another
Ephesians 5:21 - submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.

· Submit (hypotasso) “arrange under”
· This is a way in which we are filled with the Spirit

· It is evidence that we are filled

· Non-Christians cannot submit

Romans 8:7 - For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot.

· All things are under the authority of Jesus

Ephesians 1:22-23 - And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, (23) which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

· For sure this includes everyone in the church.

· Natural things do what they are supposed to

· We, however, are another thing.

· We, naturally, do not submit

Ephesians 4:1-2a - I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, (2) with all humility

· Humility is necessary to get in the game

· It is also mandatory for submission
Philippians 2:3 - Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.

· Rivalry – trying to gain something for yourself from what someone else has
· Conceit – knowing you deserve what others do not

· This is what Jesus meant when He said - 

Matthew 23:11-12 - The greatest among you shall be your servant. (12) Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

· Are you filled with the Spirit enough that you can trust God to exalt you?

“Without mutual submission [Christians] cannot fulfill their destiny” Snodgrass
· Do you want to fulfill the destiny God has for you?

· Do we as a church?

· Then we need to be filled with the Spirit

· That includes learning to submit to one another

· Notice the last part of verse 21 “out of reverence for Christ”.
· Now back up to the beginning of this section

Ephesians 5:1-2 - Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. (2) And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

· Jesus submitted Himself all the way to death on a cross.
· Why?

· To save us

· If He did that for us can we not submit to each other for Him?

· We can, if we are filled with the Spirit.
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